COASTAL CENTRE

TowN CouNCIL MEETING REPORT 11/13 18 FEBRUARY 2013

The purpose of this report is to record the latest developments in the consultation on the future of Salisbury
Gardens and ask Members to advise on any future actions related to it.

No.

DETAIL

)

BACKGROUND

a)

b)

<)
d)

The consultation was launched at the annual community event of 30 January attended by over
80 people involved in the town’s voluntary and community sector in a presentation by the
Town Clerk that is attached here for the record.

The consultation process consists of the distribution to the town’s 3,500 households of a 4-
page newsletter providing full details of the discussions to date between the site’s owners, the
Isle of Wight Council who intend to sell it and Ventnor Town Council who want to retain it for
the town’s use.

The Newsletter included a reply-paid post card to record responses.

The opportunity to respond to the consultation is available on the Town Council’s web site and
a petition is also in circulation.

2)

AN ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE

a)

b)

The receipt of the Town Council’s Nomination for the site as an Asset of Community Value has
been confirmed in a letter from its Strategic Manager Assets, Barry Cooke who has also
confirmed that the decision as to the acceptance or rejection of the nomination will be notified
to the Town Council by 4 March 2013.

If the nomination is accepted, Salisbury Gardens will be put on the Isle of Wight Council’s List
of Assets of Community Value. Assets on the list cannot be sold, other than to the nominating
body, for up to six months if the nominating body indicates its interest in bidding for it.

3)

NEWSLETTER BANNED FROM LIBRARY

a)

b)

0

d)

e)

)]

Copies of the Newsletter on the future of Salisbury Gardens that provided the information for
the consultation were ordered to be removed from Ventnor Library last week.

An email to the Head of the Library Service Rob Jones to ask why that had been done elicited a
reply on his behalf from Andrew Walker, Development Librarian, Operations stating the reason
it could not be on display in the Library as: the document is in direct contravention of the
Libraries policy on the display of leaflets in that it only covers one side of an issue and becatuse
it also contains a number of misleading comments.

A request for the policy referred to produced a less than impressive document headed Version
1, dated 8 December 2008 with no indication of its governance status

The section Are there any leaflets which MUST NOT be displayed includes the category under
which the ban has been applied: Campaigning leaflets expressing opinions which form only
one side of an argument.

However, the section What types of leaflet may be displayed includes the category: Leaflets of
a cultural, community or official nature which, given that the Newsletter is published by
Ventnor Town Council and deal with matters of community and cultural interest to the town,
could surely cover this.

An email from County Councillor Chris Welsford to Director of Environment and Economy
Stuart Love culminated in a response from Deputy Director of Resources (Corporate
Governance) Davina Fiore that revealed how far up the organisation the matter had gone: The
decision not to display this was referred up to managers and ultimately to Directors Team
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and is in accordance with the policy. Her email goes on to assert that the Newsletter is not
objective, could be interpreted as political and contains a number of inaccuracies and
misleading statements.

4)  CONSULTATION RESPONSES

a) In the first week following the launch over 250 of the reply paid cards arrived with a total of
over 500 names and addresses of people rejecting the Isle of Wight Council’s decision to sell
the site to the highest bidder and supporting its ownership by Ventnor Town Council for the
benefit of the town.

b) Those names and addresses represent 10% of the town’s electorate.

c) There have also been 19 contributions to the consultation opportunity on the Town Council’s
web site. A sample of the responses follows:

o

Historically the building belongs to Ventnor and going forward should be brought back under the
control of Ventnor Town Council and used to serve the community. David Pugh’s plan to flog it off
so that some developers can make a load of cash and the main council chiefs can bolster their
coffers is nothing less than revolting.

| believe the coastal centre should be made available for community use and the educational
element of the building maintained. It is an important part of tourism to show issues relating to
coastal management and is also a way of attracting research from all over the world.

If a local council has the political will, drive, funds, skills and expertise to take on a building to
turn it into a thriving community hub, then it should do so and be given all the support possible
from the principal authority. If other buildings in the town can be sold for £1 to make them into
thriving businesses then the same should apply to the coastal centre. Salisbury Gardens belongs
to Ventnor, please make sure it continues to do so.

I have received the Consultation Document produced by Ventnor Town Council. There appear to
be a number of options available to increase the usage of the building and these should be tried
before any sale. Previous generations on Ventnor UDC bought the building and | think we owe it
to the to try and find a good Community use for it now.

We have got to start taking control of our local facilities and not let the Isle of Wight Council sell
anything they can get their hands on ... | am fully behind the Town Council’s efforts to try and
acquire this building for the local people of Ventnor.

My family and | are firm supporters of the idea of Salisbury Gardens being a civic hub for Ventnor
and agree with all the town council’s suggestions about it various uses.

We believe that Salisbury Gardens should be kept for the use of the people of Ventnor. It is a
lovely building in a great position, and should not be given up without a fight, especially as the
people of Ventnor were the last ones to purchase the property!

| would like to support the retention of Salisbury Gardens as a community hub and resource
especially in regard to the housing and support to business start-ups - vital to the Town’s
regeneration.

Author: Town Clerk
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But it’s entnor’s...isn’t (it?

THE COASTAL CENTRE
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| Time to ask the town...
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Ventnor Town Council
The Coastal Centre

Dudley Road
VENTNOR
P038 1EJ

Sl The Isle of Wight Council’s political
W leaders are determined to sell this

g, community
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building and. its green.

Ventnor Town Council is
committed to retaining the
building as a hub for the town'’s
[ife and its green as a unique

ty resource.
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i Ventnor Town Council wants to retain Salisbury Gardens as a hub for the
e s town’s life and its green as a unique community resource. The Isle of Wight
Council wants to sell it to the highest bidder.

1 SUPPORT VENTNOR TOWN COUNCIL'S PLANS TO RETAIN IT FOR THE TOWN

NAME ADDRESS

NAME ADDRESS

NAME ADDRESS

PLEASE POST THIS CARD AS SOON AS YOU ARE ABLE: THERE IS NO NEED FOR A STAMP
YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS WILL NOT BE SHARED WITH ANYONE OR PUBLISHED ANYWHERE



_and get support
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YOUR COMMENTS
ARE VITAL

OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS, EVERY HOUSEHOLD
IN THE TOWN WILL HAVE A BRIEFING PAPER ON
THE FUTURE OF SALISBURY GARDENS
DELIVERED TO THEIR DOOR. IT WILL CONTAIN
A REPLY PAID POST CARD FOR RESIDENTS TO
RESPOND TO IT.

Ventnor's Town Clerk has sent The Chronicle the following press
release
The Isle of Wight Council's leadership is determined to sell this
unique community rescurce to the highest bidder; Vertnor Town
Council is fighting to retain it as & hub for the town's future life,
Whether that fight is successful or not will depend on how much
support thare is for it within the town's communities. The door-to-
deor delivery te all Ventner's more than 3,500 households is
becausa the Town Council is determined that every Ventnor
resident ormed about the choice and able to have their say on
this major issue for the town's future.
There are several ways to have your say:
= complete the back of the Card and put it in the post = there is
no need for a stamp;
= follew the link on the Home Page of our web site
[www.ventnortowncouncil.org.uk] to the consultation area
with lots of space to express views on the issue;
= signup toa petiticn when it comes your way;
= download a petition form from our web site and ask your
family, friends, neighbours and anyone else you can think of
to sign up, and then send the form back to us; or
= write to us at: the Ccastal Centre, Dudley Rcad, Ventnor,
PC3E 1EJ, or just drop it in our pest box.
Any views you share with us will be treated confidentially.
Ventnor Town Council has nominated Salisbury Gardens for
inclusion in the lsle of Wight Council's List of Assats of Community
Value. If that nomination is accepted, the [sle of Wight Coundil's
intention to sell it to the highest bidder will have to be delayed for
& months to give the Town Council the oppartunity to put in & bid
for it.

i

T

The case for Ventnor to retain it is very
strong, and for it to do 5o without paying
mara than a neminal price for it:

Salisbury Gardens has been 2
feature of the town's life for 140
Years;

Ventnor Lrban District  Council
bought it in 1945 and remains the
only Counal to have actually paid
for it;

Ventnor Town Coundl has a clear
and costed Business Plan for it to
make a major contribution o the
town’s economic regeneration;

it is the natural base for the town's
ather civic sarvices shout to be, or
at risk of being, moved from their
exigting buildings: the Library, the
Youth Service, the Police and NHS
services;

its green area iz an important asset
for the town's community life;

the town has recently lost to
private cwnership its other twe
lconic  attractions - the Winter
Gardens and the Botanic Gardens -
handed cver by the Isle of Wight
Council for the sum of £1 each.

The Isle of Wight Council’s Leader, David
Pugh, has made it clear that they are
going to sell Salishury Gardens as socon
as possible and usa the cash elsewhare.

Ventnor Town Courcil has mace it
equally clear that it will do everything
possible to retain Salisbury Gardens for
the town: evidence of support from the
town for that will make a vital difference.

- THE FUTURE OF SALISBURY GARDENS

The Isle of Wight Council wants to sell both building and green to the highest bidder. Verndnor Town Countil wants to
retain both as a hub for the town’s life and a unigue community resource

| SUPPERT VENTNGR TOWN COUNCIL'S COMMMITMENT TG RETAIN IT FOR THE TOWN

Mawme ADDRESS SIGNATURE EMAIL ADDRESS

This Patition is organised by Ventnor Town Council, Coastal Cantrs, Dudiey Road, Ventnor whaers this form is to bs vetumed
Your personal details will not be published.
Mare information on the Campaign is avaflable in a Newsletter availbie from the office (856305) or our web site: wwwaentnortowncouncil.org

On the Wight
County Press

Isle of Wight Radio
South Today
Meridian News

if you provide an Emaii Addvess we will kesp you fn touch with the Campaign
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..or Right to Have?
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