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BROWN TAIL MOTHS TREATMENT 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING REPORT 19/17  13 MARCH 2017 

The purpose of this Report is to ask Members to consider a proposal for an annual contract to control the 
outbreaks of the Brown Tail Moths in the Esplanade areas.  

NO. DETAIL 

1)  BACKGROUND  

a) Areas of infestation by the Brown Tail Moth caterpillars were brought to the Town Council’s 
attention in spring last year when several residents and tourists complained of a range of 
nettle-like rashes in the Esplanade area. 

b) After investigation the Town Council paid 5 Star Pest Control a total of £415 to clear the areas 
in which they had been found. 

c) This year their presence has been detected in a number of other areas close to the beach. 

2)  BROWN TAIL MOTHS. 

a) The Caterpillars of the Brown Tail Moth are up to 30mm long, blackish with a white band 
along the sides; the body is covered with brownish hairs. 

b) The hairs readily break off and can cause an intense irritation and rash on the skin and, 
particularly for Asthma sufferers, breathing difficulties. 

c) This moth, found mostly in Southern England and Wales can be a public health problem, as 
well as having a severe impact on the growth of trees and shrubs. 

3)  TREATMENT 

a) Following discussion by the Public Buildings Working Group Hillbands have been invited to 
provide a quotation both for dealing with the already identified areas and a comprehensive 
one-year contract. 

b) A copy of the quotation is attached and given the stage of the Moth’s development cycle, 
Hillbands have been asked to proceed with their Stage 1 actions. 

4)  RECOMMENDATION 

The Public Buildings Working Group recommends that the Town Council enter into the one year 
contract for the treatment of Brown Tail Moth infestation. 

 
 
 
 
 




